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THE  LITTLE  CHAPEL  ON  THE 
BOARDWALK 


"What  God  hath  wrought"  —  with  these  words  Samuel  F.B. 
Morse  instituted  the  great  telegraph  system  which  was  the  fore- 
runner of  our  modern  communications. 

Can  we  not  use  this  same  phrase  when  thinking  of  the  life 
of  The  Little  Chapel  on  the  Boardwalk,  Wrightsville  Beach? 
Back  in  1894  when  the  good  citizens  of  Wilmington  became 
aware  of  the  pleasantness  of  this  island  by  the  sea,  a  few  came 
across  the  sound  by  train  —  the  Seacoast  Railroad  —  and  built 
houses  to  get  away  from  the  summer  heat  of  the  city  ten  miles 
away.  For  years  before  there  had  been  homes  on  the  sounds, 
but  this  had  the  advantage  of  the  surf. 

Among  the  first  families  were  the  B.  F.  Halls,  the  Sam  North- 
rops,  James  Worths,  Ancrum  Lords,  and  the  Fishblates,  (Mr. 
Fishblate  was  at  one  time  mayor  of  Wilmington).  There  were 
eight  houses  in  all,  grouped  toward  the  center  of  the  island,  with 
a  hotel  on  one  end  and  the  Carolina  Yacht  Club  at  the  other. 

Being  good  churchmen,  and  with  their  families  accustomed 
to  worshipping  together  on  the  Lord's  Day,  they  would  gather 
in  the  old  pavilion  which  was  used  for  dancing  during  the  week 
and  have  Sunday  School  and  worship  services,  the  latter  con- 
ducted by  visiting  ministers  or  a  layman.  Transportation  at  that 
time  was  difficult  with  poor  train  schedules  and  driving  on  the 
good  Shell  Road  from  the  sound  —  if  one  were  lucky  to  have 
a  boat  to  reach  the  mainland  —  was  slow  and  tedious  and  the 
round  trip  to  the  town  was  a  good  "day's  journey." 

Soon  after  the  turn  of  the  century,  the  electric  cars  had 
appeared  and  with  a  more  frequent  schedule  the  island  became 
more  populous. 

By  1907  the  beach  was  an  established  resort  with  hotels, 
boarding  houses  and  many  home  owners  not  only  from  Wilming- 
ton but  cities  throughout  the  state,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
who  brought  their  families  and  spent  the  entire  summer,  the 
Wilmington  men  commuting  each  day  on  the  cars. 


It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Rev.  Richard  Hogue,  rector  of  St. 
James  Episcopal  Church  and  Dr.  John  M.  Wells,  pastor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  saw  the  need  of  more  than  just  a 
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neighborhood  Sunday  School.  Since  the  majority  of  the  full  time 
summer  residents  were  from  these  two  congregations,  funds 
from  the  two  churches  were  contributed  and  a  small  building 
was  constructed  on  the  sound  side  of  Lumina  Avenue  about 
midway  the  island,  on  the  boardwalk.  At  high  tide  the  water 
came  up  to  the  back  of  the  building  until  Waynick  Boulevard 
was  dredged  to  widen  the  strand  in  the  30's.  It  is  reported  that 
Mr.  Thomas  H.  Wright,  Sr.,  suggested  the  name,  "The  Little 
Chapel  on  the  Boardwalk." 

Of  course  the  neighboring  ladies  took  charge  every  Sunday 
morning  with  their  children  and  all  the  families,  both  visiting 
and  permanent,  gathered  to  make  a  church  school  of  no  mean 
proportions,  with  classes  for  both  children  and.  adults.  Some 
names  that  stand  out  in  those  early  sessions  are  Mrs.  Richard 
Grant,  Mrs.  Cuthbert  Martin  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Munds  of  St.  James 
and  Miss  Jane  Hall  from  First  Presbyterian.  Another  name  that 
should  be  mentioned  is  that  of  Mr.  Paul  Cantwell  who  saw  that 
things  were  in  order  and  cooperated  with  the  ladies  so  that  the 
school  could  be  conducted  with  the  most  efficiency  and  ease. 

BELL  ON  THE  PORCH 

The  building  was  a  one  room  clapboard  santuary  with  a  small 
porch  on  the  front  which  held  a  stand  with  a  bell,  donated  by  Mr. 
P.  R.  Albright  of  the  Atlantic  Coastline  Railroad,  to  call  the 
people  to  worship.  The  bell  was  put  on  the  porch  because  it  was 
too  heavy  to  be  lifted  to  the  little  cupola  on  the  roof.  Inside, 
the  walls  were  sealed,  painted  gray,  with  a  raised  platform  in  the 
center  and  a  small  white  pulpit.  Chairs  were  used  instead  of  pews 
and  of  course  there  was  the  little  reed  organ. 

Every  Sunday  through  July  and  August  they  gathered  for 
Sunday  School  in  the  mornings  and  in  the  evenings  in  July  the 
Presbyterian  minister  would  come  down  and  preach  while  the 
minister  from  St.  James  held  the  services  during  August.  Al- 
though there  were  no  doubt  some  fine  sermons  expounded  ap- 
parently the  attendance  was  no  better  than  some  of  our  evening 
services  today,  for  more  than  one  Sunday  night  Mrs.  Grant,  who 
lived  next  door,  had  to  corral  her  daughters  and  their  guests 
and  beaus  to  come  swell  the  crowd  at  the  Chapel.  Then  after 
Labor  Day  in  September  everyone  would  pack  up  and  go  home 
and  the  island  was  truly  a  deserted  village  until  the  following 
June. 

In  spite  of  the  lack  of  numbers  these  summer  evening  services 
continued  through  the  years.  Many  times  the  Tom  Wrights  would 
entertain  the  minister  for  supper  before  the  service.  One  such 
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night  was  quite  stormy  but  Mr.  Wright  and  the  minister  went  to 
the  Chapel  and  on  arrival  found  only  the  colored  janitor  "Shoo- 
fly"  there,  but  the  entire  service  was  held  sermon  and  all,  with 
the  congregation  consisting  of  Mr.  Wright  and  "Shoofly." 

"Shoofly"  was  quite  a  character  on  the  beach  in  those  days. 
He  was  general  handy  man  to  the  residents,  running  errands, 
freezing  their  ice  cream,  collecting  garbage  and  trash,  and  on 
Sundays  sexton  and  official  bell  ringer  at  the  Chapel.  One  Sun- 
day he  was  late  and  when  asked  the  trouble  he  said  he'd  "just 
had  to  step  up  to  Burgaw  on  a  little  business."  He  had  actually 
walked  most  of  the  way  there  and  back. 

SCRIPTURE  PANELS 

In  1913  it  was  found  that  more  room  was  needed  and  a  small 
robing  room  was  built  back  of  the  pulpit  as  a  memorial  to  Billy, 
young  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earl  Dickinson,  grandson  of  Mrs. 
Martin.  Green  portiers  were  hung  to  divide  this  from  the  sanctu- 
ary. In  the  '30's,  two  large  panels  were  placed  on  the  walls  on 
either  side  of  this  opening,  one  with  the  Beautitudes  and  the 
other  with  the  Ten  Commandments.  They  were  white  with  black 
lettering  and  large  enough  to  be  read  from  anywhere  in  the 
Church.  Reportedly  Mrs.  Nancy  Gilmour  had  this  done. 

It  was  a  simple  little  place,  but  with  flowers  on  the  table  in 
front  of  the  pulpit  and  earnest  Christians  in  the  pulpit,  one  really 
felt  the  presence  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  there,  and  many  learned 
to  love  it. 

Each  succeeding  decade  new  leaders  would  appear,  Mr.  Wal- 
ker Taylor,  Jr.,  superintendent  of  First  Church  School,  took  an 
interest  during  the  twenties,  coming  down  occasionally  when  his 
duties  in  town  allowed  it.  But  some  of  these  years,  the  interest 
and  attendance  lagged  and  for  a  summer  or  so  the  Sunday  School 
was  closed.  However  Mr.  Taylor  continued  his  interest,  acting 
as  chapel  treasurer  for  a  number  of  years  until  1950  when  Mr. 
McCray  Root  of  the  Chapel  was  chosen.  Mr.  Taylor  also  served 
on  the  building  committee  from  its  beginning. 

WINTER  SERVICES 

In  the  1930's,  depression  days  brought  a  number  of  people 
to  the  beach  for  the  year  'round,  and  for  a  while  one  winter  a 
group  led  by  the  Rev.  Leon  Malone  of  St.  Andrews  on  the  Sound 
held  a  midweek  evening  prayer  service  in  the  Chapel,  and  some 
of  the  families  had  classes  Sunday  mornings.  It  was  this  group, 
among  them  Mrs.  Nielson  of  the  Salvation  Army,  a  resident  of 
Harbor  Island,  who  had  a  chimney  built  and  installed  a  stove. 
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During  the  summers  the  school  consisted  of  the  children  of 
the  summer  homeowners  and  mostly  visitors  who  wished  to  keep 
up  their  attendance  records.  There  was  no  organization,  but 
Mrs.  Jennie  Gilchrist  Hill  did  a  fine  job  of  keeping  things  going 
with  the  help  of  Mrs.  Dalziel  Sprunt,  both  from  First  Presbyterian, 
and  a  few  others. 

And  now  the  causeway  was  built  and  the  island  widened  with 
the  creation  (dredging  up)  of  Way  nick  Boulevard,  and  with  the 
easier  access  for  cars,  more  people  began  to  arrive. 

About  1940  Mr.  Edwin  Mclntire,  an  elder  from  the  First 
Church  was  chosen  as  the  Presbyterian  representative  and  asked 
for  volunteer  trachers  for  the  summer  to  work  with  the  St.  James 
representatives.  By  June  Mr.  Robert  Strange,  superintendent  of 
St.  James  Sunday  School  had  not  been  able  to  get  any  volunteers, 
so  he  told  Mr.  Mclntire  to  go  ahead  and  open  the  school  without 
them.  So  in  '40  and  '41  Mrs.  F.  L.  Harrington  and  Mrs.  Roger 
McCarl  worked  with  him  and  Mr.  Walker  Taylor,  closing  as  was  the 
custom,  in  September. 

THE  WAR  YEARS 

Then  came  Camp  Davis  and  Pearl  Harbor.  Wilmington  and 
the  surrounding  area  were  flooded  with  people,  and  of  course 
Wrightsville  Beach  received  its  share.  Many  military  families 
as  well  as  civilians  were  living  here  the  year  'round  with  no  church 
home  and  scant  gas  to  get  to  town,  due  to  the  rationing  restric- 
tions. So  in  the  summer  of  1942  the  evening  services  were  dis- 
continued and  morning  worship  established  with  the  Post  Chaplain 
from  Camp  Davis  preaching  every  week  —  Chaplain  Von  Schlich- 
ten,  a  Lutheran  minister,  brought  us  wonderful  sermons  and  the 
little  place  was  filled  every  week. 

Came  September  and  the  Chaplain's  duties  kept  him  fully 
occupied  at  the  Post,  but  the  congregation  remained  and  asked 
that  the  services  continue  through  the  winter.  The  teaching 
staff  was  recruited  from  the  Army  residents  with  Mr.  Mclntire 
coming  down  faithfully  each  Sunday  morning  for  Sunday  School 
and  the  worship  service.  These  winter  weeks  were  hard  going, 
for  the  coal  stove,  though  it  did  its  utmost,  was  inadequate  to  heat 
a  building  put  up  solely  for  summer  use.  Then  too  Dr.  Wm.  Crowe, 
pastor  of  First  Church,  was  having  difficulty  getting  someone 
to  preach.  But  with  the  help  of  retired  ministers,  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Howell  from  the  Presbyterians,  Dr.  Edwin  Keever,  Lutheran, 
elders  and  other  laymen,  the  winter  passed  without  missing  a 
week  with  services. 

It  was  this  winter  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Glover  of  St.  James  made 
an  agreement  with  Dr.  Crowe  that  the  First  Church  should  as- 
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sume  the  entire  responsibility  for  the  services  since,  because  of 
the  war,  permanent  workers  were  so  scarce,  and  too,  with  St. 
Andrews  on  the  Sound  so  close  by,  the  Episcopalians  felt  it  was 
more  important  to  give  their  help  there. 

This  winter,  1942-43,  two  toilets  were  added  to  the  little 
memorial  room  and  there  was  a  weekday  kindergarten  conducted 
for  the  local  children  by  one  of  the  Army  wives. 

Through  these  winter  months  we  must  pay  tribute  to  the 
interest  and  faithfulness  of  Mr.  Paul  Cantwell  who  was  living 
on  the  beach  the  year  'round,  who  saw  that  the  fires  were  made 
and  the  building  as  comfortable  as  possible  each  week,  and  worked 
along  with  Mr.  Mclntire  in  a  fine  way. 

Then  a  blow  came  in  February  1944  when  Mr.  Mclntire  be- 
came ill  and  passed  away  in  a  few  weeks.  No  more  faithful  friend 
had  served  at  the  Chapel,  and  for  awhile  it  was  like  a  ship  without 
a  rudder. 

A  CHANGE  OF  LEADERS 

Major  Anneburg  of  the  Evangelical  and  Reformed  Church 
took  charge  after  Mr.  Mclntire's  passing  but  of  course  no  person 
in  the  Army  could  assume  the  entire  responsibility.  Then  it  was 
that  the  Session  of  First  Church  asked  Mrs.  Helen  McCarl  to  as- 
sume that  responsibility  since  there  were  no  available  elders  at 
that  time  who  could  come  down. 

So  the  whole  Sunday  School  was  reorganized  into  graded 
classes  with  Captain  Curtis  as  superintendent  and  teacher  of 
the  Junior  boys  and  Mrs.  Curtis,  organist  and  Primary  teacher. 
They  were  from  California,  members  of  the  Brethren  faith  who 
with  Lt.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Fuller,  Presbyterians  from  Pittsburgh, 
made  a  fine  contribution  to  the  work  at  this  time. 

It  was  these  Army  people  who  in  1 943  started  the  first  Easter 
sunrise  service  by  the  ocean  in  the  Chapel  neighborhood  which 
has  been  an  annual  event  ever  since.  The  records  show  that  the 
attendance  was  large  from  the  beginning  with  hardly  ever  less 
than  seventy-five.  Only  once  in  these  fourteen  years  has  the 
weather  been  bad  enough  to  send  the  group  indoors  and  then 
it  was  too  windy. 

CAMP  PASTORS 

This  year  the  Presbyterian  Church  U.S.A.  sent  some  of  their 
good  ministers  to  the  camps  throughout  the  country  to  sup- 
plement the  work  of,  and  help  the  Protestant  chaplains;  and  a 
Hospitality  House  was  opened  and  maintained  at  Carolina  Beach 
for  the  Fort  Fisher  men.  Each  minister  had  one  month's  leave 
of  absence  from  his  church  at  home  and  would  give  that  time 
to  this  important  work.  So  Dr.  Crowe  conceived  the  idea  of 
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having  these  "Camp  Pastors"  preach  at  the  Chapel  each  Sunday. 
This  worked  beautifully,  as  they  would  preach  at  Ft.  Fisher  at 

10  a.m.,  then  come  to  Wrightsville  at  11  o'clock.  The  service 
was  always  started  by  one  of  the  Army  laymen,  but  one  day 
Major  Anneburg  was  presiding  until  the  minister  arrived  —  hymns 
were  sung,  scripture  was  read,  the  offering  taken  and  about 
everything  in  the  order  of  service  was  exhausted  but  still  no 
minister;  finally  the  good  Major  said,  "We'll  sing  one  more  hymn 
and  then  be  dismissed."  As  the  last  verse  was  started,  the  minis- 
ter walked  in  —  he  had  gotten  lost  as  it  was  his  first  time  there. 
He  preached  his  sermon  before  he  let  the  congregation  go,  but 
from  that  time  on  the  service  started  at  11:15  and  Sunday  School 
at  ten. 

ANOTHER  NEW  ROOM 

By  now  the  Sunday  School  had  grown  so  that  there  was  no 
room  for  anyone  older  than  the  junior  boys  and  girls,  9  through 

11  or  12.  One  morning  the  poor  little  chapel's  sides  were  fairly 
bulging  and  it  was  practically  impossible  to  do  a  good  job.  So  a 
movement  was  started  to  expand  and  by  the  summer  of  1944  a 
room  was  finished  in  the  back  to  accommodate  the  Primary  and 
younger  classes.  We  now  had  six  regular  teachers. 

In  March  of  this  same  year  the  women  who  had  been  attend- 
ing the  Chapel  regularly  decided  to  form  a  Circle  for  Christian 
fellowship,  entertainment,  and  Bible  study,  and  met  each  month 
in  the  Salvation  Army  U.S.O.  (Pink  Club)  on  Harbor  Island  and 
had  many  interesting  speakers.  Among  them  were  the  Rev.  Ho- 
ward Anderson,  one  of  our  Camp  Pastors  who  had  been  a  mission- 
ary in  India  for  twenty  years  —  home  on  furlough,  Rev.  Sam  Van 
der  Meer,  a  missionary  in  the  Kentucky  mountains,  as  well  as 
ministers  from  the  Wilmington  churches.  Out  of  these  meetings 
grew  three  neighborhood  prayer  groups  which  met  once  a  week 
and  continued  regularly  until  the  close  of  Camp  Davis  in  Sep- 
tember. 

The  Chapel  was  open  all  day  "D"  Day  in  June  and  special 
prayer  services  were  held  at  intervals  from  nine  a.m.  until  four 
p.m. 

When  the  winter  of  1944  and  1945  arrived  the  attendance 
had  decreased  considerably  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Air  Force 
had  taken  over  Camp  Davis  and  there  was  a  smaller  force  there. 
The  morning  services  continued  with  Capt.  Victor  Burrows  of 
the  U.S.O.  Mobile  Unit  (Salvation  Army)  preaching  for  several 
months. 
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COMMUNITY  HOUSE  OF  GOD 

Beginning  the  summer  of  '43  and  continuing  each  year  we 
had  outstanding  ministers  and  Chaplains  from  many  denomina- 
tions to  preach.  Many  Sundays  the  crowds  filled  all  available 
space  in  the  sanctuary  as  well  as  the  newly  built  class  room. 
We  were  truly  a  community  House  of  God  for  all  people.  Among 
the  notables  were:  Chaplain  Meckel  —  Congregational  minister 
from  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Canon  Weddell  of  Washington  Cathedral, 
Bishop  Thomas  H.  Wright  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese  of  East  Caro- 
lina, Dr.  Sankey  Lee  Blanton,  President  of  Crozier  Baptist  The- 
ological Seminary,  Dr.  B.  Frank  Hall,  pastor  of  Central  Presby- 
terian Church,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Dr.  James  A.  Jones,  later 
president  of  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  Va.  Dr. 
Hall  and  Dr.  Jones  were  with  us  regularly  each  summer  for  sev- 
eral years.  The  Rev.  M.C.  Mclver,  Jr.,  a  son  of  First  Church,  now 
a  professor  at  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian  Education,  was 
with  us  one  of  these  later  summers. 

In  the  summer  of  1944  a  group  of  senior  young  people  from 
First  Church  came  down  and  organized  a  Young  Peoples  League. 
This  proved  very  popular  and  each  winter  the  majority  of  the 
resident  high  schoolers,  regardless  of  church  affiliation,  gathered 
every  Sunday  evening  for  worship  and  study  and  discussion. 
This  was  interspersed  with  parties  on  week  nights  every  month 
at  the  homes.  Among  the  denominations  represented  and  taking 
a  leading  part  through  these  years  were:  Presbyterian,  Baptist, 
Episcopalian,  Methodist,  Mormon,  Lutheran,  Roman  Catholic, 
and  Seventh  Day  Adventist.  Since  then  there  has  been  no  cessa- 
tion of  this  group  except  during  the  summer  months. 

In  October  1944  a  Pioneer  League  was  formed  among  the 
younger  children  and  they  with  the  Seniors  met  that  winter  in 
the  U.S.O.  Club  on  Harbor  Island  because  the  building  was 
warmer.  These  Pioneers  lasted  through  that  winter  and  until 
the  Seniors'  adult  adviser,  an  Air  Corps  couple,  Sgt.  and  Mrs. 
Coleman  Stevenson,  were  transferred,  so  only  one  group  could 
continue  for  lack  of  adult  leadership.  It  was  felt  that  the  Seniors 
should  not  be  disbanded. 

CHRISTMAS  PAGEANT 

This  same  winter  a  Junior  Choir  was  formed  with  young 
Robert  McCarl  (13  years)  as  accompanist.  Robert  had  to  take 
over  as  pianist  since  the  exodus  of  the  Army  had  left  a  dearth 
of  musicians  on  the  beach.  That  Christmas  the  choir,  in  con- 
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junction  with  the  Leagues  presented  the  first  pageant,  probably 
ever  on  the  island.  About  thirty-five  children  and  young  people 
participated  and  this  too  became  an  annual  event. 

Even  before  the  Army  left,  high  schooler  James  McCarl  had 
been  called  in  to  help  usher.  And  in  some  of  the  "lean"  years 
it  became  almost  a  family  affair  with  Jimmy  as  chief  usher,  sub- 
stitute teacher,  general  handy  man  and  once  presiding  at  the 
service  until  the  minister  arrived. 

When  the  war  with  Japan  ended  in  August  1945,  Dr.  Hall  led 
a  service  of  prayer  and  praise  and  thanksgiving  that  night  to 
an  overflow  congregation.  Just  as  the  services  ended  there  was 
quite  a  commotion  outside.  The  poor  little  porch  could  stand 
the  strain  of  the  crowd  on  it  no  longer  and  gave  up,  or  rather 
went  down,  taking  that  part  of  the  congregation  with  it  which 
hadn't  been  able  to  get  in  the  building.  It  wasn't  far  to  the 
ground  and  no  one  was  hurt.  Dr.  Hall  claimed  that  was  the  only 
time  he'd  ever  really  "brought  down  the  house." 

AFTER  THE  WAR 

The  winter  of  1945-1946  there  was  no  regular  preacher  but 
the  morning  services  were  held  regularly  with  no  interruptions. 
Mr.  Jerry  Newbold,  Jr.,  son  of  the  First  Church  and  at  that  time 
a  ministerial  student  was  with  us  a  number  of  weeks  and  endeared 
himself  to  all  the  congregation.  The  young  people  in  the  League 
conducted  the  services  several  times  during  this  period  and  ac- 
quitted themselves  quite  well. 

With  the  ending  of  the  war  there  was  a  general  exodus  from 
the  beach  so  that  through  the  winter  of  1946,  the  morning  ser- 
vices were  discontinued.  There  was  still  enough  population  that 
the  Sunday  School  remained  open  and  though  small,  it  was  well 
worthwhile.  The  records  show  that  we  opened  on  September 
after  the  Polio  quarantine  with  four,  but  by  spring  the  enrollment 
was  seventy-five. 

Each  summer  found  us  going  strong  with  large  attendance 
and  many  wonderful  Christians  giving  their  time  and  talents 
to  keep  the  Little  Chapel  open.  Later  the  Marines  from  Camp 
Lejeune  were  with  us  and  they,  together  with  more  civilians 
from  all  parts  of  the  country  made  it  a  perfect  example  of  how 
Christians  can  work  together  in  perfect  harmony  for  their  Lord. 
Over  these  years  there  have  been  at  least  eight  different  denom- 
inations represented. 

OUTSTANDING  VOLUNTEERS 

We  cannot  pass  over  this  period  without  mentioning  some 
women  who  were  outstanding  in  their  service.  Mrs.  Emmett 
Braatz,  originally  from  Wisconsin,  volunteered  to  help  in  the 
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fall  of  1944  and  for  about  three  years  was  indispensable,  teach- 
ing where  she  was  needed,  finally  taking  over  the  Primaries  and 
younger  children,  and  helping  with  the  League.  The  Rogers 
sisters,  Catherine  and  Ruby,  also  volunteered  and  taught  the 
two  Junior  classes  until  Catherine  left  to  be  married,  but  Ruby 
stayed  on  and  taught  a  year  or  more  longer.  Mrs.  LaNelle 
Strother  taught  the  Primaries  one  winter,  and  her  whole  family 
took  entire  charge  of  the  beautiful  pageant  decorations  that 
Christmas.  Mrs.  E.  M.  Shepherd  and  Mrs.  Robert  Brady  also 
were  fine  teachers  until  the  organization  of  the  Methodist  Church 
on  Harbor  Island  took  them  away.  There  are  numerous  others 
whose  help  was  indispensable  at  the  time  who  taught  for  short 
periods  or  a  few  months  and  passed  on. 

There  has  been  no  more  devoted  person  to  give  herself  to 
the  work  than  Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Kirkpatrick,  who  taught  the  teen- 
age boys  and  the  few  girls  that  came  for  several  years.  She  was 
greatly  beloved  and  had  a  fine  influence  over  the  young  people. 
Her  interests  did  not  stop  there  but  enveloped  the  work  of  the 
church  as  a  whole,  especially  the  women's  group.  Reportedly, 
her  funeral  was  the  only  one  ever  held  in  that  Chapel. 

Mrs.  W.  B.  King  was  another  teacher  who  took  the  Primaries 
and  younger  children  after  Mrs.  Braatz  left  and  was  instrumental 
in  helping  to  make  the  school  into  as  good  a  graded  group  as 
you'd  find  in  a  much  larger  church.  Her  interests  also  overflowed 
into  the  other  church  activities. 

We  had  men  also,  mostly  officers  and  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers and  some  laymen  who  were  a  wonderful  help.  One  in  par- 
ticular who  was  very  faithful  one  summer  from  First  Church 
was  Mr.  William  Perdew. 

VACATION  BIBLE  SCHOOL 

In  July  1947  our  first  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held,  con- 
ducted by  Miss  Louise  Farrior  from  the  Assembly's  Training 
School.  Because  of  the  polio  epidemic,  the  Sunday  School  was 
closed  for  two  months  in  1948.  Since  then  each  summer,  the 
vacation  school  has  been  conducted;  for  five  years  by  girls  from 
the  Training  School  or  Flora  MacDonald  College,  for  four  by 
our  own  ladies,  Mrs.  F.  D.  Fick,  Mrs.  G.  W.  Graves,  and  two 
years  by  Mrs.  Perry  Wilson.  Great  interest  has  been  shown  in 
these  schools  with  the  attendance  ranging  from  seventy-five 
to  ninety. 

By  1947  the  beach  had  a  large  established  year  'round  col- 
ony and  the  need  for  larger  facilities  and  regular  preaching  was 
felt.  Then  out  of  a  clear  sky,  a  gift  of  $10,000  was  made  to  the 
session  of  the  First  Church  by  one  of  the  summer  residents  as 
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a  challenge  to  raise  $20,000  more  for  a  new  building.  On  recom- 
mendation of  the  session,  the  congregation  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge and  a  committee  was  formed  to  solicit  funds.  Part  of  the 
sum  was  raised,  but  later  the  session  felt  that  this  was  a  wider 
field  than  just  a  local  responsibility,  since  the  Chapel  really  served 
even  beyond  the  Presbytery.  So  in  1949  the  Home  Mission  Com- 
mittee of  Wilmington  Presbytery  agreed  to  accept  the  responsi- 
bility and  a  committee  was  formed  with  Dr.  B.  Frank  Hall,  who 
had  since  moved  to  Wilmington,  as  chairman.  It  was  then  that 
First  Church  deeded  all  assets  in  this  property  to  the  Presbytery. 
A  total  of  approximately  S20,000  was  contributed  by  the  Home 
Mission  Agencies  of  the  Presbytery,  Synod  and  Assembly;  with 
most  of  the  remaining  sum  raised  by  Dr.  Hall's  committee  -  of 
special  note  we  must  mention  Mrs.  John  Denny,  Mrs.  P.R.  Smith, 
Mrs.  Heide  Trask  and  Mrg.  Fred  E.  Little  who  did  excellent  work 
in  this  connection. 

Christmas  1949,  the  Rev.  Dr.  William  Whitsitt,  a  retired  Con- 
gregational Minister  of  Moline,  Illinois  came  with  his  wife  to 
spend  the  holidays  with  their  son,  a  Naval  officer  stationed  at 
the  Camp  Lejeune  Hospital.  Their  daughter-in-law  was  one  of 
our  teachers,  thus  Dr.  Whitsitt  became  interested  in  the  Chapel 
and  was  persuaded  to  remain  the  rest  of  the  winter,  preaching 
both  here  and  at  Oak  Grove,  another  mission  of  First  Church, 
from  February  until  May.  He  returned  the  following  October 
for  the  entire  winter,  dividing  his  time  between  the  two  chapels. 

CHURCH  WOMEN  UNITED 

We  must  pause  here  to  go  back  to  the  autumn  of  1947  when 
Mrs.  William  Caldwell  who  had  recently  moved  to  the  beach 
with  her  family  suggested  that  we  start  a  Prayer  Circle,  so  Mrs. 
Kirkpatrick,  Mrs.  King,  Mrs.  D.H.  White  and  Mrs.  Roger  McCarl 
met  one  afternoon  and  discussed  the  forming  of  a  circle  for 
prayer,  Bible  study,  and  to  further  the  work  of  the  Church  on 
the  beach.  There  was  no  particular  organization  at  first  but  they 
continued  to  meet  once  each  month'  and  as  it  grew,  since  so 
many  different  denominations  were  represented  in  the  group, 
no  thought  of  coming  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Presbyterian 
Women's  organization  was  entertained.  But  the  Presbyterian 
Bible  Studies  were  used  and  one  winter  a  most  interesting  series 
of  programs  on  the  history  and  beliefs  of  the  major  Protestant 
denominations  was  brought  by  a  minister  of  those  respective 
faiths  in  Wilmington. 

It  was  this  group  that  brought  together  the  women  of  the 
other  churches  in  this  area  —  Harbor  Island,  the  Sound  and  Sea- 
gate, and  started  our  particular  World  Day  of  Prayer  Observance. 
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The  first  service  was  held  in  the  Chapel  in  February  1950  with 
our  women,  and  those  from  St.  Andrews  Episcopal  and  the 
Methodist  Church  on  Harbor  Island  participating.  It  has  been 
observed  annually  ever  since  with  area  churches  cooperating, 
and  we  are  a  member  of  the  local  United  Church  Women  in  Wil- 
mington. 

MOVING  TO  OXFORD  STREET 

While  here  Dr.  Whitsitt  worked  very  closely  with  the  building 
committee  and  was  instrumental  in  choosing  the  site  of  the 
present  building.  The  old  lot  could  not  be  used  since  it  was  hardly 
more  than  the  size  of  the  little  building.  So  the  St.  James  congre- 
gation very  graciously  deed  their  half  interest  in  the  title  to  the 
trustees  of  Wilmington  Presbytery  so  that  it  could  be  sold  to  the 
Wrightsville  Beach  Lions  Club  and  another  larger  lot  bought  in 
the  same  area.  But  Dr.  Whitsitt  made  a  survey  and  recommended 
that  lots  be  purchased  on  Oxford  Street  nearer  the  center  of  the 
winter  population.  Consequently  two  lots  were  bought  and  later 
the  corner  lot  on  Lumina  Avenue  was  purchased  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  Holmes  Davis  and  given  to  the  Chapel  in  memory  of  their 
little  son.  Work  was  started  here  on  the  new  building  about  Feb- 
ruary 1951  and  the  first  service  was  held  in  the  sanctuary  the 
first  Sunday  in  August  1951.  Dr.  James  A.  Jones  preached  that 
morning  to  an  estimated  congregation  of  around  three  hundred. 
In  fact  the  crowd  not  only  overflowed  into  the  two  classrooms 
back  of  the  overflow  room  but  chairs  from  all  neighboring  porches 
had  to  be  brought  for  the  people  on  the  outside  of  the  building. 

There  was  great  rejoicing  among  those  who  taught  in  the 
Church  School,  for  now  each  department  would  have  a  separate 
room.  How  little  did  we  even  dream  that  in  three  short  years 
we  would  need  to  more  than  double  this  space. 

Among  those  who  had  become  prominent  in  the  work  in  the 
last  years  of  the  old  Chapel  who  came  with  us  to  Oxford  Street 
and  who  have  not  been  mentioned  were  the  Edward  Mallorys, 
Mrs.  Willie  Cross,  Mr.  McCray  Root,  Mrs.  William  Stokley,  Mrs. 
Paul  Rivers,  Miss  Nancy  Rivers  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Simon. 
Most  of  these  were  among  the  charter  members  when  the  Chapel 
came  into  its  own  and  was  organized  into  a  church. 

FIRST  PASTOR 

Due  to  ill  health  Dr.  Whitsitt  was  unable  to  return  that  fall 
('51)  and  Dr.  L.A.  Taylor,  Executive  Secretary  of  Wilmington 
Presbytery  was  a  wonderful  help  to  the  little  group,  giving  of 
himself,  preaching  and  getting  others  to  fill  the  pulpit  as  well 
as  aiding  in  getting  the  Rev.  Jerry  C.  McCann  to  come  to  us  as 
our  first  regular  minister  in  June  1952  after  his  graduation  from 
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Union  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond.  Presbytery  purchased 
a  manse  on  the  southern  end  of  the  beach  and  Mr.  McCann  di- 
vided his  time  between  us  and  Oak  Grove  until  June  1956  when 
he  became  full  time  minister  here. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  December  7,  1952,  the  Chapel  was  for- 
mally organized  with  the  Rev.  William  Crowe,  Jr.,  giving  a  brief 
history  and  presiding  at  the  organizational  proceedings.  Dr.  B. 
Frank  Hall,  Pastor  of  Pearsall  Memorial  Church,  preached  the 
sermon,  the  Rev.  A.K.  Dudley  of  Winter  Park  Church  conducted 
the  ordination  and  installation  of  Elders  and  Deacons  and  Ruling 
Elder  W.M.  Dickson  of  First  Church  gave  the  charge  to  the  Con- 
gregation and  Officers.  Forty  names  were  read  as  charter  members 
and  affiliate  members:  Joseph  Franklin  Applewhite,  Nancy  Rivers 
(Lewis),  Ray  Meares  Buck,  Jr.,  William  Edward  Caldwell,  Eliza- 
beth Jennings  Caldwell,  William  Edward  Caldwell,  Jr.,  Gretchen 
Caldwell,  John  Douglas  Carnes,  Theo  Cain  Carnes,  Eva  Sanders 
Cross,  Clifton  Elmo  Dixon,  Sophia  Lewis  Dixon,  Henry  William 
Dixon,  Barbara  Leigh  Gourley,  Edward  Monroe  Hawkins,  Sr., 
Miriam  Farrar  Hawkins,  Michael  Robin  Hawkins,  Maynard  Jordan 
Hudgens,  Margaret  Beattie  Hudgens,  Julian  Mills  Kornegay,  Ann 
Bragaw  Lane,  Jack  Loftin  Lane,  Jr.,  William  Randolph  Lucas, 
Ruth  Tucker  Lucas,  Edward  Mallory,  Mildred  Hufham  Mallory, 
Michael  Edward  Mallory,  Robert  William  Martin,  Helen  Weathers 
McCarl,  Oscar  Edward  Register,  Lila  Mae  Turner  Register,  Katha- 
rin  Entrikin  Rivers,  Julian  Richard  Rogers,  McCray  Root,  Mae 
Cagle  Sanders,  Jackie  Leon  Sanders,  Margaret  Weeks  Stewart, 
James  Howard  Smith,  Gertrude  Blount  Smith,  Eula  Owen  Snee- 
den,  Elizabeth  C.  Stone,  LaNelle  Ferguson  Strother,  Lamar 
Howard  Strother,  Otis  Furman  Strother,  III,  Flo  we  Craig  White, 
Helen  Jane  White  (Ainslie). 

The  following  were  ordained  and  installed  as  Elders:  Mr. 
Edward  Mallory,  Mr.  McCray  Root,  and  Mr.  Joe  Applewhite. 
The  Deacons  were  as  follows:  Messrs.  W.E.  Caldwell,  Maynard 
Hudgens,  and  Dr.  J.  Howard  Smith. 

A  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

After  the  organization  of  the  Church  we  took  on  the  aspects 
of  a  Presbyterian  Congregation  although  still  serving  as  a  com- 
munity church,  being  the  only  Protestant  one  on  the  island 
proper. 

We  had  had  a  good  graded  Sunday  School  for  some  years 
and  the  Youth  Fellowship  was  flourishing,  but  we  now  expanded. 
The  Men  of  the  Church  organized  with  Mr.  A.G.  Hutton,  its  first 
president,  and  the  Women's  Circle  organized  April  1953  into  a 
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Women  of  the  Church  with  Mrs.  J.D.  Carries  president. 

A  weekday  kindergarten  was  started  in  1951-52  and  for  one 
year  was  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  William  Dobo.  Since  1954- 
57  Mrs.  Edward  Hawkins  conducted  it. 

A  nursery  during  the  church  service  was  established  in  1950 
and  has  continued  to  the  present  time  being  taken  care  of  each 
week  by  the  different  ladies  of  the  church. 

The  fall  of  1949  Robert  McCarl  went  away  to  school,  so  that 
we  were  left  without  a  musician,  but  the  Lord  has  always  raised 
up  someone  in  our  need,  and  during  that  winter  Mrs.  Julian 
Kornegay,  who  with  Mr.  Kornegay  had  been  attending  our  ser- 
vices, very  kindly  volunteered  to  help  out,  and  became  the  or- 
ganist and  Choir  Director. 

When  we  were  still  on  the  boardwalk  an  electric  organ  was 
brought  down  for  a  wedding,  so  the  Women's  Circle  assumed 
the  responsibility  of  purchasing  it.  The  idea  of  making  it  a  mem- 
orial organ  was  conceived  and  the  majority  of  donations  received 
were  given  as  memorials.  On  Sunday,  August  15th,  1954,  a  special 
dedication  service  was  held  during  the  morning  worship.  A  bronze 
plaque  was  placed  on  the  organ  in  memory  of  the  following: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  P.R.  Albright  Mr.  Paul  Cant  well 

Mr.  O.F.  Cooper  Mrs.  Anna  Lawton  Grant 

Mrs.  Helen  Whitaker  Gavin  Lt.  Robert  Goldberg 

Mrs.  Sarah  C.  Kirkpatrick  Mrs.  Bessie  L.  Martin 

Mr.  Roger  C.  McCarl  Mrs.  Duncan  Moore  Murray 

Mrs.  Z.B.  Newton  Mr.  P.R.  Smith 

Mrs.  James  Stewart  Mr.  and  Mrs.  CM.  Weathers 

Mrs.  A.A.  Whitener 

MANY  GIFTS 

Our  Heavenly  Father  surely  blessed  this  undertaking.  Not 
many  churches  have  organized  under  more  auspicious  condi- 
tions —  with  a  plant  and  grounds  of  approximately  $51,000.00 
cost  almost  paid  for  by  friends  and  summer  residents.  Everyone 
seemed  to  have  an  interest  in  the  new  building  which  was  de- 
signed by  Charles  Boney,  Architect,  and  many  beautiful  gifts 
were  received.  Besides  the  organ,  the  pulpit  furniture  is  a  mem- 
orial to  the  Rev.  Dr.  A.D.P.  Gilmour,  beloved  former  pastor 
of  the  First  Church,  who  preached  many  nights  in  the  old  Chapel 
—  a  gift  from  his  children.  The  pews  were  a  gift  of  Mrs.  George 
Avenger.  The  Communion  Service  was  given  by  Mrs.  Jack  Lane 
in  memory  of  her  mother  and  brother  and  his  family.  Brass 
offering  plates,  in  memory  of  Dr.  L.  E.  Farthing,  an  elder  in 
First  Church,  by  his  son,  the  late  Dr.  J.  Watts  Farthing.  Bap- 
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tismal  bowl  and  brass  cross,  Mrs.  Kate  Denny;  brass  candle- 
sticks, Mrs.  R.B.  Page;  brass  vases,  Mrs.  Heide  Trask;  choir  robes 
and  other  small  gifts,  Mrs.  P.R.  Smith.  The  mural  on  the  wall 
in  the  "overflow"  room  depicting  Christ  after  the  Resurrection 
with  fishermen  was  painted  and  given  by  Mr.  Claude  Howell, 
Wilmington  artist. 

The  compact  sink,  electric  stove  and  refrigerator  which  fitted 
into  the  little  extra  space  in  the  hall  and  which  we  are  still  using 
with  the  exception  of  the  sink,  in  the  new  kitchen,  was  a  gift 
of  Mr.  Max  Gregg. 

The  Dunes  Garden  Club  on  the  beach  did  a  beautiful  job 
of  landscaping  the  grounds,  and  to  all  of  these  people  we  are 
deeply  grateful. 

A  SPECIAL  CROSS 

We  cannot  overlook  mentioning  the  beautiful  Italian  marble 
cross  sent  to  our  young  people  from  Rome  from  Pam  Brown, 
a  valued  member  and  officer  of  our  League  whose  father  was 
with  the  Engineer  Corps  in  Wilmington  and  was  transferred 
to  Rome. 

MORE  BUILDING 

In  the  summer  of  1951  a  little  prayer  group  was  started  which 
has  continued  ever  since,  and  a  second  morning  group  has  been 
started.  Also  the  winter  '56-'57  Wednesday  night  prayer  meetings 
were  instituted. 

By  1955  the  Church  School  had  grown  so  that  the  building 
was  extended  to  Lumina.  Avenue,  adding  three  large  class  rooms, 
a  lovely  kitchen  and  connecting  large  room  which  is  used  for  the 
family  suppers,  and  other  socials,  and  also  can  be  divided  into 
three  more  rooms. 

More  classes  were  organized  —  a  Men's  Bible  Class  with  Col. 
A.  Dumay  Gorham,  Sr.,  as  teacher,  then  a  Young  Adult  Class 
taught  first  by  Mr.  James  Hardie  and  later  by  Mrs.  McCann.  And 
all  the  while  the  Rivers  (Women's)  Bible  Class,  the  original  adult 
class,  continued  with  Mrs.  Paul  Rivers  teaching.  The  first  Sun- 
day School  superintendent  of  the  newly  organized  church  was 
Mr.  Clifton  Dixon. 

The  Women's  work  continued  to  grow  along  with  the  other, 
and  as  we  entered  the  sixth  year,  there  were  four  circles  with  a 
total  membership  of  ninety. 

In  the  winter  of  '56-'57  a  Junior  Choir  was  organized  by  Miss 
Nancy  Rivers  and  Mrs.  Kornegay  and  the  winter  prior  to  that  a 
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Pioneer  Fellowship  was  started  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs. 
W.B.  Wittrock  and  Mr.  James  Hardie. 

For  a  while  in  1946  the  Boy  Scouts  used  our  building  for 
their  meetings.  Today  we  sponsor  a  Cub  Pack. 

Again  our  efforts  were  greatly  blessed  and  the  work  had 
grown  so  that  in  July  1957  the  congregation  was  forced  to  buy 
the  property  adjoining  the  church  on  the  west  and  convert  the 
house  into  more  class  rooms.  The  Sunday  School  enrollment 
reached  363  with  an  average  attendance  of  215. 

In  April  of  1958  Mr.  McCann  and  his  family  left  us  to  accept 
a  call  to  organize  the  St.  Paul  Presbyterian  Church  in  Greensboro. 
That  summer  the  Chapel  had  a  feast  of  outstanding  ministers  and 
in  September  the  Rev.  William  Parker  Burns  came  to  serve  us  as 
our  second  minister. 

ADVENTUROUS  SUMMERS 

For  sometime  Dr.  Taylor,  Dr.  Jones  and  others  had  had  a 
dream  of  the  Little  Chapel's  being  a  miniature  Montreat,  or  at 
least  a  religious  center  for  the  summer  visitors  and  others  in  this 
area  of  the  state.  So  Mr.  Burns  started  plans  for  a  summer  pro- 
gram in  '59. 

Starting  in  June  and  running  for  ten  weeks  a  vary  ambitious 
program  was  instituted.  Mr.  Roy  Larsen,  a  middler  at  Union 
Seminary  in  Virginia  was  the  director  with  a  fine  staff  of  helpers. 
Kindergarten  through  sixth  grade  classes  were  held  each  morning 
five  days  a  week  as  in  regular  vacation  Bible  School  plus  swimming 
lessons.  In  the  afternoons  skiing  and  sailing  were  taught,  and  in  the 
evenings  the  Junior  and  Senior  Highs,  alternating,  met  twice  a 
week,  once  in  discussion  groups  and  once  for  recreation. 

In  June  '59  the  Burns  family  moved  into  the  new  manse  at  the 
end  of  Oxford  Street,  which  had  been  purchased  with  the  help  of 
the  Presbytery.  Again  the  fine  summer  program  was  conducted, 
this  time  reduced  to  six  weeks. 

In  November  the  congregation  was  shocked  and  saddened  by 
the  sudden  death  of  our  pastor's  lovely  wife,  Marie  DuBose  Burns. 

In  July  '59,  Miss  Jennie  Beck  came  as  Director  of  Christian 
Education  and  was  quite  an  asset  to  the  growing  work  of  the 
church. 

For  the  third  year  the  summer  program  was  successfully  con- 
tinued; each  year  financed  by  special  gifts  and  a  small  fee  from  the 
participants. 
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MISSIONARY  FROM  THE  LITTLE  CHAPEL 

The  summer  of  1960,  the  highlight  of  the  year  came  when  one 
of  our  members,  Mrs.  Linnie  George,  was  commissioned  in  Mon- 
treat  and  left  soon  afterwards  with  her  teenage  daughter,  Ann,  to 
work  on  the  mission  field  as  teacher  of  missionary  children  in 
Ceres,  Brazil.  About  this  time  also  one  of  our  high  school  grad- 
uates, Barbara  Adams,  entered  Flora  MacDonald  College  to  study 
to  become  a  Director  of  Christian  Education. 

In  February,  1961,  Jennie  Beck  left  us  to  be  married  to  the 
Rev.  Adolph  Otersen. 

Many  fine  things  had  come  to  the  Chapel  these  years  but  as  a 
whole  our  visions  did  not  reach. very  far  outward.  We  were  still  re- 
ceiving aid  from  Presbytery  and  by  this  time  had-  a  rather  large 
building  debt  because  of  our  rapid  growth. 

In  fact,  most  of  our  interest  as  a  congregation  was  in  ourselves 
and  our  debts.  And  as  a  result  some  few  resented  the  summer  pro- 
grams and  the  buying  of  the  new  manse.  And  there  grew  up  a 
strong  difference  of  opinion  between  the  pastor,  half  of  the  ses- 
sion and  some  of  the  congregation  until  it  became  a  clash  of  per- 
sonalities. So  in  the  autumn  of  1962,  through  Presbytery's  com- 
mittee, the  pastor  resigned  for  the  good  of  the  Chapel  and  the 
session  was  dissolved  for  a  period  of  six  months. 

Hard  times  had  fallen  on  the  Chapel.  Members  took  sides  and 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  unhappiness  with  all  concerned.  But  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  there  in  spite  of  it  all.  God  meant  for  His 
work  to  go  on  at  Oxford  and  Lumina  Streets,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  or  so  families  no  one  left  the  church.  We  all  hung  on 
and  prayed. 

For  two  years  we  were  without  a  pastor;  but  God  was  with  us 
and  sent  us  some  wonderful  retired  ministers,  who  worked  among 
us  and  loved  us  and  gradually  the  wounds  were  healed.  Among 
those  who  were  here  were:  Dr.  Johnstone  from  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church  in  the  U.S.A.,  Dr.  Irvin  Knight  and  Dr.  Edgar 
Woods,  and  in  the  summer  some  outstanding  ministers  came  and 
preached  a  month  in  exchange  for  a  free  vacation  at  the  Beach, 
including  Dr.  Tom  Fry,  Highland  Park  Church,  Dallas,  Texas;  Dr. 
John  McKinnon,  First  Church,  Knoxville,  Tennessee;  Dr.  Jennings 
Reid,  First  Church,  Rome,  N.Y.;  Dr.  Malcolm  Doubles,  St.  An- 
drews College. 

BRIGHT  SPOTS 

But  there  were  bright  spots  along  the  way;  members  were  re- 
ceived on  profession  of  faith  and  by  letter.  We  always  seemed  to 
acquire  a  few  trained  voices,  and  therefore  had  very  good  music. 
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Special  programs  at  Thanksgiving,  Christmas,  and  the  Easter  Sun- 
rise services  drawing  the  community  and  the  congregation  together 
continued  without  one  miss. 

In  March  '63,  a  unique  happening  occurred  which  brought  us 
all  together.  The  wedding  of  one  of  our  Korean  students,  Sung 
Mook  Jang,  who  had  spent  two  summers  on  the  Beach,  and  Miss 
Chi  Hwa  Yu  of  Seoul,  Korea  was  performed  at  the  Chapel.  The 
Women  of  the  Church  went  all  out  in  their  enthusiasm,  giving 
her  a  shower  and  after  the  ceremony  arranged  the  reception  in 
the  Fellowship  Hall.  The  place  never  looked  more  beautiful. 

Finally,  January,  1965,  the  Reverend  Joseph  D.  Beale,  from 
South  Carolina,  accepted  our  call  and  brought  his  family  to  work 
with  us.  He  was  just  what  we  needed  at  this  time,  tirelessly  visiting 
us  and  loving  us  and  bringing  us  into  closer  fellowship  one  with 
another,  and  our  membership  began  to  grow  again. 

The  majority  were  open-minded  enough  to  change  the  entire 
Sunday  School  studies  to  the  Covenant  Life  Curriculum.  Mr. 
Beale  inaugruated  evening  Vacation  Bible  School,  including  the 
adults  and  this  was  like  a  shot  in  the  arm. 

During  this  time  we  became  more  ecumenical  not  only  contin- 
uing the  union  sunrise,  Thanksgiving  and  World  Day  of  Prayer 
services,  but  a  Wrightsville  Ministerial  Association  was  formed, 
first  with  the  four  ministers,  Baptist,  Episcopal,  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian,  then  later  when  the  new  Roman  Catholic  priest 
arrived,  he  was  invited  and  became  a  member.  This  proved  a  most 
broadening  and  rewarding  experience. 

Three  years  later  Mr.  Beale  left  us  to  accept  a  call  to  Anderson, 
S.C.,  in  February,  1968. 

Our  interim  pastor  for  four  months  was  Dr.  Cothran  Smith, 
retired  from  Christiansburg,  Virginia,  who,  together  with  his  wife 
endeared  themselves  to  the  whole  congregation  and  we  continued 
to  go  forward. 

SELF  SUPPORTING 

Then  again  the  Lord  guided  us  and  in  June  of  this  same  year 
the  Rev.  William  H.  Todd,  Jr.  and  his  attractive  wife  came  to  us 
from  his  graduation  at  Union  Seminary  in  Virginia.  By  now  we 
were  pretty  well  on  our  feet  and  from  this  we  have  grown  in  many 
ways.  One  of  the  big  steps  was  becoming  entirely  self-supporting 
in  1969.  Since  then  we  have  been  in  better  financial  condition  — 
increasing  the  budget  some  each  year  and  meeting  it  and  elimina- 
ting the  large  street  paving  assessment  that  had  hung  over  us  for 
some  years. 

One  weekend  in  May  '69,  our  first  Family  Camp  was  held  at 
Kirkwood  with  great  success,  about  sixty  people  attended.  Also 
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the  church  picnic  one  Sunday  afternoon  in  July  has  been  quite 
popular  each  year. 

Again  in  '71,  the  Vacation  Bible  School  changed  from  evening 
sessions  to  a  day  camp  type,  meeting  once  a  week  for  six  weeks. 
This  proved  quite  popular  with  everyone  concerned,  teachers, 
children  and  parents. 

In  1970  a  Junior  Choir  was  begun  by  Mrs.  Todd,  building  on 
the  music  program  of  the  first  and  second  grade  class.  The  circles 
made  robes  for  them  the  following  year. 

During  Mr.  Burns'  pastorate  an  8:30  Sunday  morning  service 
was  instituted  for  the  three  summer  months.  This,  together  with 
the  regular  one  at  11:00  has  continued  since  then.  In  '70  Mr, 
Todd  tried  a  Round  Table  type  in  the  Fellowship  Hall,  less  formal, 
with  more  participation  by  the  congregation,  followed  by  a 
coffee  hour  before  the  Sunday  School. 

In  '71  and  '72,  the  Chapel  participated  in  the  Wrightsville 
Beach  Summer  Youth  Program. 

THE  WOMEN'S  WORK 

The  Chapel  Women  have  always  taken  an  active  part  in  Church 
Women  United  with  one  of  our  members  being  president  once  of 
the  Wilmington  Council  and  also  on  state  committees.  We  have 
headed  the  World  Day  of  Prayer  Committee  on  Wrightsville,  sent 
hundreds  of  pounds  of  clothing  to  Church  World  Service,  the  local 
school  children's  clothes  closet  and  the  Salvation  Army.  When  the 
Interfaith  Kindergartens  were  started  in  Wilmington  a  number  of 
our  women  volunteered  to  work  there,  one  of  our  members,  Mrs. 
Mable  Duke  Parker,  has  been  co-director  since  its  beginnings.  This 
was  expanded  to  three  operating  successfully  in  Wilmington 
churches  entirely  supported  by  churches  and  individuals. 

The  Chapel  has  been  honored  by  having  some  of  her  members 
serve  on  Presbytery's  and  Synod's  committees,  InterChurch  Re- 
lations and  Synod's  Task  Force  on  Theological  Education,  Presby- 
tery's World  Missions,  Presbytery's  and  Synod's  Council  on  Ste- 
wardship and  Church  Extension;  and,  one  member,  Mr.  Herman 
Blizzard,  has  been  a  commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly  and 
moderator  of  Wilmington  Presbytery. 

The  year  Jeannie  Beck  was  with  us  a  newsletter  "The  Call  of 
the  Chapel"  was  put  out  for  a  few  months  but  it  died  with  Jen- 
nie's departure.  However  after  Mr.  Todd's  arrival  "The  Wrightsville 
Presbyterian"  has  been  published  once  a  month  and  continues  to- 
day. 
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FIRST  WOMAN  ELDER 

In  1968  the  Chapel  had  another  high  occurrence  when  Mrs. 
Roger  McCarl  was  elected  to  the  Session,  the  first  woman  to  be 
elected  to  this  position  in  the  Wilmington  area.  In  1970  Mrs. 
Hardy  Parker  was  elected  deacon,  the  first  woman  to  this  office 
in  the  Chapel. 

For  the  three  years  that  Winter  Park  Presbyterian  Church  par- 
ticipated in  International  House  during  the  Christmas  holidays  the 
Chapel  cooperated  by  entertaining  the  foreign  students  with  a 
meal  in  the  Fellowship  Hall. 

The  spring  of  1969  through  the  efforts  of  one  of  our  beloved 
members,  the  late  Mrs.  Gertrude  Smith,  we  were  made  aware  of 
the  need  of  some  attention  being  paid  the  patients  at  Bowden's 
Nursing  Home  on  Wrightsville  Sound.  Since  then  four  groups  of 
volunteers  have  gone  once  a  week,  Thursday  nights,  for  one  hour 
of  fellowship. 

In  March  '71  through  the  efforts  of  two  Presbyterian  Churches 
in  Wilmington,  the  Seamen's  Service  Center  at  the  State  Ports 
docks  was  established  and  a  number  of  volunteers  from  the  Chapel 
have  participated  from  its  beginning. 

In  the  winters  of  1971-72  we  had  pulpit  exchanges  with  the 
Rev.  Mr.  B.H.  Baskerville,  pastor  of  Chestnut  Street  United  Pres- 
byterian U.S.A.  Church  in  Wilmington.  The  first  year  their  session 
met  with  ours  to  get  acquainted  the  Thursday  night  before,  then 
that  Sunday  they  worshipped  with  us,  our  session  going  there  the 
following  Sunday. 

MEMORIAL  MUSIC  FUND 

A  memorial  fund  has  been  set  up  for  some  years  toward  the 
possibility  of  someday  purchasing  a  good  organ.  However,  a  spe- 
cial music  fund  was  established  in  memory  of  Hewland  Acree 
Branch,  a  faithful  and  loyal  member  of  the  choir  for  many  years 
and  in  the  fall  of  1972,  new  choir  robes  and  stoles  were  dedicated. 
Also  a  set  of  the  Laymen's  Bible  Commentaries  were  given  by  the 
Women  of  the  Church  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Gertrude  Smith. 

During  Mr.  Todd's  pastorate,  the  women  cooperated  with 
Church  Women  United  in  transportation  for  the  aging  wherein  the 
fourth  Friday  in  each  month  was  set  aside  to  take  people  to  clinics, 
doctor's  appointments,  and  grocery  shopping  who  had  no  other 
means  of  transportation. 

The  Women  of  the  Church  also  designated  the  third  Tuesday 
in  each  month  as  Visitation  Day  to  gather  at  the  church  and  go 
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out  two  by  two  to  visit  shut-ins,  the  bereaved,  new  members  and 
newcomers,  afterward  meeting  at  someone's  house  to  report  and 
fellowship  together.  Later  teams  of  men,  headed  by  Elder  Fred 
Barnette,  began  a  wonderful  work  of  weekly  visiting. 

CHRISTMAS  PRAYERS 

Also  during  this  period,  a  special  Christmas  devotional  booklet 
was  instituted,  wherein  members  including  the  children  compose 
or  contribute  a  prayer  or  devotional  and  the  booklet,  called 
"Lights  Shining  in  the  Darkness",  is  distributed  to  every  family  for 
use  in  the  home  during  Advent.  This  has  proven  most  meaningful 
to  the  congregation. 

Beginning  in  January  1972,  The  Little  Chapel  on  the  Board- 
walk observed  a  year  long  celebration  of  its  20th  Anniversay.  First 
a  financial  campaign  with  a  goal  of  $5,000  was  initiated  and  over 
subscribed  for  improvement  and  repairs  to  the  sanctuary,  class- 
rooms, and  Sunday  School  annex.  One  tenth  was  divided  equally 
between  the  Interfaith  Kindergarten  in  Wilmington  sponsored  by 
Church  Women  United  and  the  World  Mission  Board  for  work  in 
Taiwan. 

In  August  a  Festival  of  the  Arts  was  held  with  a  beautiful  dis- 
play of  handiwork,  paintings,  carving,  pottery  making  and  needle- 
work plus  musical  concerts.  This  ended  on  the  first  Sunday  in  the 
month  with  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  James  A.  Jones,  III,  of  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Richmond,  commemorating  the  21st  anni- 
versary of  the  first  preaching  in  the  new  building  by  his  father  the 
late  Dr.  James  A.  Jones,  Jr. 

October  29,  Reformation  Day,  the  first  annual  symposium 
was  initiated.  Dr.  Charles  E.S.  Kraemer,  president  of  the  Presby- 
terian School  of  Christian  Education,  Richmond,  was  with  us  all 
day,  leading  discussions  with  the  Senior  and  Adult  Sunday  School 
Classes,  preaching  a  fine  sermon,  "What  is  the  Church?"  and  again 
that  evening  following  the  Family  Night  Supper  on  a  panel.  Be- 
cause of  her  long  connection  and  work  before  its  organization  in 
the  Chapel,  to  her  great  surprise,  the  symposium  was  designated 
by  the  Session  to  be  the  annual  "Helen  W.  McCarl  Symposium  on 
the  Church." 
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BIRTHDAY  PARTY 


The  year  was  climaxed  with  the  celebration  of  the  actual  organ- 
ization. Sunday,  December  3,  when  all  three  former  pastors  were 
present  and  took  part  in  the  morning  service:  the  Rev.  Jerry 
McCann,  St.  Paul's  Presbyterian  Church,  Greensboro;  the  Very 
Rev.  William  Parker  Burns,  dean  of  the  Episcopal  Mountain  Dean- 
ery, Valle  Crusis,  N.C.;  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  D.  J3eale,  pastor  of  the 
Reidville  Presbyterian  Church,  Reidville,  S.C.  and  of  the  Antioch 
Presbyterian  Church,  Woodruff,  S.C. 

Mr.  McCann,  as  first  pastor,  preached,  with  the  others  reading 
scripture  and  participating  in  a  baptism  by  Mr.  Beale  and  the  Rev. 
Hal  Todd,  pastor  of  the  Chapel. 

After  the  service  a  delicious  dinner  was  served  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall  which  many  charter  and  former  members  and  friends  attend- 
ed. 

NEW  LEADERSHIP 

In  February  1973  Mr.  Todd  left  us  to  become  minister  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Greenville,  Mississippi  and  Dr.  Cothran 
Smith  again  became  our  interim  pastor  until  Dr.  Ben  Lacy  Rose, 
professor  at  Union  Theological  Seminary,  Richmond,  Virginia,  ac- 
cepted our  call  in  August. 

Under  Dr.  Rose's  leadership  the  congregation  has  grown  both  in 
membership  and  stewardship. 

In  the  fall  of  1973,  three  adult  Bible  Classes  were  formed  in  the 
Church  School  and  have  proven  quite  popular:  The  DuMay  Gor- 
ham  Class,  a  Couple's  Class  studying  the  Christian  home,  and  a 
special  Book  Study  Class. 

This  same  year  the  two  lots  behind  the  Chapel  on  Fayetteville 
Street  were  the  gift  of  Mrs.  R.F.  McCoy  of  Laurinburg  to  be  used 
for  much  needed  offstreet  parking.  Mrs.  McCoy  is  a  member  of 
the  Jones  family,  long  time  friends  of  the  Chapel. 

Again,  Vacation  Bible  School  was  held  at  night  and  the  adult 
classes  led  by  Dr.  Rose  have  proven  very  popular. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Rose,  "Friends  of  the  Little  Chapel" 
was  instituted  to  minister  as  fully  as  possible  to  those  persons  re- 
siding at  the  beach  some  part  of  the  year.  By  this  relationship  the 
Chapel  becomes  their  church  home  while  in  our  midst. 
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The  past  six  or  eight  years,  Youth  Fellowships  have  fluctuated 
but  1976-77  the  Senior  High  group  has  taken  on  new  life  under  the 
leadership  of  Mrs.  Wesley  Richardson. 

MAKE  A  JOYFUL  NOISE 

Through  the  years  the  Chapel  has  been  blest  with  many  trained 
musicians  in  the  choir  but  like  many  others,  it  has  fluctuated  as  to 
numbers.  However,  there  have  been  the  faithful  ones  and  tribute 
must  be  paid  to  Miss  Anne  Branch  and  Mrs.  Eloise  Truelove  who 
gave  unstintingly  of  their  time  and  talents  after  Mrs.  Kornegay's 
death,  who  gathered  a  children's  choir  together,  which  was  renew- 
ed under  the  leadership  of  Marshall  Foster  as  minister  of  music. 
Now  in  our  25th  year,  with  Mrs.  Barbara  McClure  as  organist  and 
choirmaster,  there  is  much  interest  and  enthusiasm  with  three 
choirs:  The  Adult  Choir,  The  Lord's  Voices  and  the  Junior  Choir. 

BICENTENNIAL  OBSERVED 

The  Bicentennial  year  of  '76  was  observed  at  the  yearly  sympo- 
sium with  a  series  of  tableaux,  interspersed  with  narrative  of  the 
pictures  and  hymns  of  that  particular  era.  "Our  Spiritual  Heritage, 
Presbyterianism  During  the  Colonial  Period"  included  many  of 
the  congregation  working  together  to  make  it  a  great  success. 

The  Chapel  was  honored  again  in  1977  by  having  an  elder,  Mrs. 
Helen  McCarl,  chosen  as  Commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly. 

MORE  MEMORIALS 

Through  the  years  many  memorials  continue  to  be  given  in  hon- 
or of  our  devoted  members  who  have  passed  on.  Two  handsome 
Army-Navy  tablecloths  were  dedicated  to  Mrs.  Theo  Carnes,  a  past 
president  of  the  Women  of  the  Church,  and  Mrs.  Nell  Ames,  long 
time  Treasurer  of  the  women's  organization.  Other  memorials 
which  should  be  mentioned  are  the  Marie  DuBose  Burns  scholar- 
ship fund.  In  May  1975  the  stained  glass  chancel  window  was  ded- 
icated to  Mrs.  Beulah  Williams  Costas  and  Mrs.  Marian  Hines  Ben- 
son, two  devoted  members  of  the  Chapel,  and  to  Misses  Effie  and 
Mary  Newton,  friends  of  the  Chapel.  1976  saw  the  dedication  of 
the  handsome  Allen  organ  in  memory  of  Oscar  Earl  DuRant,  James 
G.  Gibson,  Jr.,  and  Mrs.  Mildred  Hunt  Kornegay,  first  organist.  In 
September  1977  the  Lynn  Williams  DuRant  Memorial  Music  Room 
was  dedicated  in  memory  of  Lynn  whose  interest  and  encourage- 
ment meant  so  much  to  the  music  of  the  church  in  the  years  she 
was  with  us.  This  was  a  particular  project  of  the  Senior  Choir  of 
which  she  was  a  faithful  memory.  The  sanctuary  piano  is  also  in 


22 


Lynn's  memory  as  well  as  others. 

In  December  1977,  the  25th  Anniversary  of  the  Chapel  as  an 
organized  church  in  its  present  location  will  be  observed  with  a 
musical  program  using  all  three  choirs,  a  time  of  recognition  and 
appreciation  to  all  those  teachers  who  served  10  years  or  more,  and 
our  young  people  who  grew  up  in  this  church  and  have  gone  out 
to  serve  Christ  in  active  participation  in  His  Church.  A  reception 
honoring  them  and  the  former  pastors  and  their  wives  will  be  held 
and  some  of  the  former  pastors  will  participate  in  the  Sunday  wor- 
ship service  followed  by  a  congregational  dinner. 

In  this  connection  a  handsome  display  case  for  artifacts  and 
memorabilia  has  been  installed  in  the  former  kitchenette-choir 
room  area. 

LOOKING  FORWARD 

Where  are  we  after  twenty  five  years  as  an  organized  church 
which  had  its  humble  beginnings  in  1 907?  There  is  an  inscription 
on  a  memorial  tablet  at  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Wilmington, 
which  says,  "The  memory  of  the  past  is  the  inspiration  of  the 
future." 

As  of  old,  God  has  led  us  through  triumphs  and  trials  and  we 
hope  we  are  closer  to  Him  because  of  it.  As  we  look  to  the  exciting 
years  ahead,  let  us  not  forget  that  we  are  "A  Servant  Church  -  A 
Servant  People." 

A  NOTE  OF  THANKS 

Grateful  appreciation  is  expressed  to  Mrs.  Helen  W.  McCarl  for 
her  faithful  keeping  and  preparation  of  this  history  of  The  Little 
Chapel  on  the  Boardwalk  to  date,  covering  the  period  of  1907  to 
1977.  Updated  and  reprinted  in  conjunction  with  the  celebration 
of  our  25/70  Anniversary,  December,  1977. 
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